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47™ Year of Fishing, Friends and Fun

*

BUD BRANT & LARRY WARD TAKE 1°" AT FUN TOURNMENT
by Frank Neugebauer

We had our January warm up, no points
tournament at Lake Otay on 1/27/18. It seemed to
me the Lady of the Lake had her love light turned
on for the San Diego Bassmasters. The weather
and the fishing were definitely on the plus side of
the ledger. The tournament began with 14 boats
and 27 participants. Unfortunately, Ernie Guillen
had a trolling motor issue very early in the morning
retiring him for the day, so we had 13 teams fish
the full day. Eight teams weighed in limits. There
1 were 51 bass weighed in for a total weight of
122.69 pounds. The average weight of the fish
weighed was 2.41 pounds. | would consider this a

i : .l pretty good day. Considering we are fishing in
January, many people in their shorts, while the rest of the country is scraping frost off their windshield, it was
a very good day.

As is always the case, someone figures it out just a little bit better than the others. The team of Bud

Brant and Larry Ward found the winning strategy on Saturday. Who would have thought any differently
considering Larry was the 2017 Angler of the Year and Bud has claimed that award several times in the
past? Bud and Larry combined for a 5-fish limit weighing 17.40 Ibs. Their limit was capped by a big fish of
4.54 Ibs. and their fish averaged 3.48 Ibs. apiece. Their big fish was also the big fish of the tournament
resulting in the team capturing all the money for the day.
Second place was claimed by Inder Lopez and Matt, it is good to be back, Barksdale. Inder and Matt
combined for a 5 fish limit weighing 14.59 Ibs. capped by a 3.74 Ib. big fish. Third place went to the team of
Dave Waller and Ed Marr. Dave and Ed had 5 fish a total weight of 13.99 Ibs. anchored by a big bass of
3.04 Ibs.

| had the pleasant experience of fishing with Bobby “The Force” Foreman on Saturday. While we did
not win the money, we had a fish filled day. We combined for 19 bass coming over the rail on Saturday. You
know you are having a good day when you are culling before the sun comes over the hill. And, anytime you
catch 19 keeper bass in a day, you had a good day.

| want to thank my weigh-in team of Ed Marr, Larry Ward, and Zo¢ Gardner. | thought the weigh in
went well and with the help of Zo¢ tabulating the results in real time, we were ready to read the results as

soon as the weigh in tables and scales were packed up and stored. Thank you again.
(Editor’s Note: Complete results on last page of newsletter.)
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Terry Chenowth

Hello Bassmasters, Our first
tournament of the year was
held at Otay, Tournament
Director Frank Neugebauer
and his team did a great job
getting the fish weighed and
back into the lake. The
tournament rules have been
updated and will be put on the
website.

At our January meeting
| brought up and we discussed raising dues five dollars
to $30.00 a month. Over the last ten years or so | have
been on the board numerous times. Once the incoming
board was given a deficit to start the year and had to
dig out of the hole. To get the budget to balance at the
end of the year | have seen the board try different ways
to do this. New fund-raising events, donating prizes to
raffle, buying extra raffle tickets and throwing the
tickets away. They have gone without their
appreciation plaques. Moved the banquet from
Saturday to Sunday, Shortened the banquet, | have
seen a board member write a check to the club,
Reduced the prize fund for the Tournament of
Champions, also not having enough to fund the
Scholarship.

Boards in the future will have to deal with rising
costs. In a few years we will be having our 50" year
and on past anniversary years the Club has tried to do
the banquet bigger and better. Like the downtown
penthouse banquet where the roof retracted to have a
view of the stars over the dance floor or The Mission
Bay boat banquet where we took a cruise around the
bay. To do this in the future will cost more. So, | do feel
it is now time to raise the dues. The money generated
from the increase would go to getting even with current
costs, increased top twelve prizes and putting money
away for the 50" year anniversary banquet. We will
have a final discussion and vote on this at the February
meeting.

Part of the reason we are members of the
Bassmasters is to learn more and become better
anglers. At our meetings we have time to have a
speaker come in and show us new techniques or
products that can help us. If you have any ldeas on
that please contact me.
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TOURNAMENT TRAIL

Frank Neugebauer

When | was considering running
| for Tournament Director last year |
spoke to a number of people that
had held the position before to
make sure | understood what |
=l was getting into before | decided
to give it a shot. No one that | spoke to told me
that this job stinks. At least it does if you leave
wet weigh in bags in your truck over-night. Holy
Sunday Morning Surprise Batman! | will be
working on a better system immediately.

We are set to go back to Otay for our first
point tournament on February 24, 2018. | believe
we will have a very good tournament at Otay
based on the water level, the very mild winter we
are having, and the high-water level last year at
the lake. Just look at the results from January, and
the fish have not even got started yet, well maybe
just started.

Time for a little housekeeping. | inherited
three different parts from three different culling
systems. One is a red rope with a clip on it. The
second, a Styrofoam float with a red stripe and a
black rubber hose with a clip on it. The third is a
ball chain with a plastic covering with a crankbait
looking float on one end and a clip on the other.
Somebody really liked number three because it
looks like they painted orange claws on the bill of
the crank bait. If any of the items described
belong to you, please let me know as soon as
possible. | will not be carrying these around for
long

Approved Schedule for 2018

January 27 Otay (Fun)

February 24 Otay

March 19-20 Havasu (Mon-Tue)
April 21 Hodges

May 11-12 Lower River (Fri-Sat)
June 9 El Capitan

July 27 Otay Night

August 24 San Vicente Night*
September 22 San Vicente

October 19-20 Lower River (Fri-Sat)
November 3 Otay
November 17 TOC

TERRY FOREMAN MARRIES

COLLEGE SWEETHEART
by Doris Cook

Terry and Julie met when
they were 21 and 20 at
SDSU. They dated off and
on for 10 years, knew each
other’s families very well, but
they split amicably just
before he met and married
Brenda, some 38 years ago.
They decided that since he was getting married,
that they wouldn’t contact each other, and they
didn’t because both of them believed in the
sanctity of marriage. They did still have feelings for
each other. After Brenda'’s passing, Terry’s brother
goaded him into finding out where she was, saying
he would regret it if he didn’t. Terry found her
address on line and dropped her a note saying it's
been a long time, and he would like to catch up
with her, adding that he became a recent widower.
She called a couple days later. They talked for
hours, and met the next day, basically picking up
where they left off in 1979. and married in a very
small ceremony on New Year’'s Day. They had a
brief honeymoon in Carlsbad, and are now
building a life together. She moved into Terry’s
house in Escondido and they visited the house in
Havasu, staying with Ed and Cheryl Byrd for a few
days. Julie knew several of the club members
back in the 70’s. Terry says it's been quite a
whirlwind, but being lonely was no option. What a
nice story! We are happy for both of you and wish
you much happiness for many years.

& >

Lake Otay Historical Facts

1897 — 125 ft. rock & steel Lower Otay dam completed
1906 - Connected to City of San Diego water system
1916 — Dam burst due to heavy rains and flooding Otay
Valley killing 14 people

1918 — 149 ft. dam rebuilt as a concert structure

1921 — Upper Otay Dam completed for additional water
storage

(continued on page 4)
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Greg Gardner

Hello San Diego Bassmasters!
We just completed our annual
fun/money tournament, yesterday,
at Otay. | had an especially good
day because in my boat | had
young Barton Hegeler as my
partner. We really had a good
time. He caught our 2 best fish. We struggled in
the early part of the day trying to fish shallow, then
stumbled onto a deep bite in the last 3 hours of the
day. Young Barton perked up and went to work
on those bass and boated the rest of our limit. We
culled 3-4 times. Barton, thank you for a good
day.

Currently we at 44 regular members. That will
change at our next meeting. We will vote on Skip
Whitworth.  Skip is coming back from inactive
status. We would have voted on him at the last
meeting but Skip got sick and couldn’t make it.
Also to be voted on will be Matt Barksdale. He
has been pre-fished and tournament fished, so he
is ready to go. Adding these 2 members will bring
us up to 46. Also a big part of our family is 3
family members, 1 inactive, 7 lifetime, 8 honorary,
10 at large and 1 prospective. A pretty large
family. The best in San Diego!

| will be passing the roster around at the meeting
for any updates. If you cannot make the meeting,
please call me with any changes that need to be
made.

That’s all for now. See you at the meeting.

. &

Lake Otay Historical Facts (cont.)

1934 — Lower Otay dam named Savage Dam for city
engineer who headed the project

1959 — Upper Otay established as a hatchery for Florida-
strain largemouth bass

1980 — Lower Otay record largemouth bass of 18Ibs.120z.by
Bob Eberly (SDBM member)

1996 — Upper Otay opened for catch & release fishing

(continued on page 7)
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Fish Tales
Doris Cook

SAD NEWS!

Most club and tournament
fishermen are familiar with Gary
Ceplis, who assists in weighing
fish at Jim Sleight's and other
tournaments  throughout San
Diego. Gary suffered a stroke in
his home on the week of January 8". He spent a
few days in the hospital and then went to Stanford
Court Nursing facility. 1 am happy to report that
Gary is now recovering at home, and is able to
walk with the assistance of a walker. Hang in
there, Gary and get well soon.

PROUD GRANDMOTHER!

Vicki Becker's granddaughter, Natalie’s cheer
squad Cheer Force Rage went up to Pasadena for
the state championship and took first in their
division and the grand championship. A text was
received from the coach to find out that Natalie’'s
team had the highest score of the entire
tournament. Now it's off to Palm Springs on
February 3-4™. Natalie is a flyer and is the
youngest flyer at 9 years old. Go Rage!!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS!

Members getting a year older this month are: Bud
Brant — Feb. 11 and Jeff Manning on Feb. 27.
Enjoy your special days!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
The only members celebrating an anniversary this
month is Steve and Donna Swaggerty, who will be
married 13 years on Feb. 19. Best wishes for
many more happy years!

NOTE: Should you have items to share in Fish
Tales, please send to mscooker@cox.net
or call (619) 462-4708.

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY! @
"5 R
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Ernie Guillen

If you need a phone system, voice or
data cabling, some networking or
even a voice over IP solution for your
business, well I'm your guy. Over 20
years’ experience in the Telecom-
munications field.

Do you need a child between
a month old to 4-1/2 years old, to be
watched and taken care of in a structured day care
environment? Well that would be my wife’s deal, my
wife of over 30 years. Deana. She has been doing
daycare for over 25 years. The kids are taken care of
by her and by the time they go to pre-school, they have
learned the basics of reading and writing...enough to
put them ahead of the class!

With our 3 girls, 2 boys and 13 grand kids,
we're quite a family. Plus, we still have a 13-year-old,
Tori, at home we’re still raising. | do thank the Lord for
all he has given and provided us with as a family.
Amen!

This was just a little introduction of myself and
my family, Thank you for your time.

Well congrats to the winners and to all that
made it to the fun tournament. Thank you all from the
board and the club. For by participating in as much as
the club as to offer, the tournaments, family events and
social functions, helps keep our club a strong and
respected one. These events are just not fund raisers,
although every little bit helps, it gives us a chance to
get to know each other better, have fun, to share
information on fishing, which in turn makes us better
fishermen, in turn a stronger fishing club for when we
have to go against other clubs. | do hope to see more
people wanting to enjoy getting involved in our
functions and get-togethers. If you care to, just contact
me and we’ll do just that. Get you involved!

As of now, these are dates that we have
penciled in for our upcoming events and or functions;
Chile Cook Off: This Saturday, Feb. 3. Hope to see you
all there.

Family Tournament: Lake Murray. April 14"
Family Picnic: June 16™

Bunco Night: August 4™

Annual Awards Banquet: Sunday December 9™

For all you new members just coming aboard,
we hope that you join us to help continue the clubs
original template and goal of making this club a
competitive, fun and a family! You’re the future!

We are also wanting to reach out to you all, if
you can, help out in any way, by contributing to the
monthly raffle with any little fishing item you may have
lying around and not in need of but may make
someone else’s day by winning it.

Last but not least, | found out the hard way, did
any of you know that after you charge your batteries,
you are not to add water to the cells, for this dis-
charges your batteries! Well that's what happened to
me at the last tournament. A little warning, | ruined my
day and almost my partners by doing this.

Thank you and tight lines to you all

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER:
Joe DeSalvo

Thanks for all who paid
their first month’s dues,
Bass Affiliation Fees and
Insurance and we had 32
of 43 active members paid
in January. Zoé thanks for
great help in my absence
last meeting, as | was out

of town.

| will reach out to the balance to members so we can
get squared up at next meeting, so all are eligible for
next tournament at Otay.

Reminder it is a minimum of $60 dollars to fish a
Bassmasters event in 2018. ($25 January Dues plus
$5 Bass Affiliation plus $30 Insurance = $60 dollars)
For those of you who like to pay in advance you can
use the list below:

Entire Year $335
Jan-Sept $260
Jan-Jun $185
Jan-Mar $110

If you cannot make the meeting please text me at 951-
235-5205 and send your check to 1958
» Alderbrook PI, Chula Vista, CA 91913.

Remember the checks are written to “SDBM” or “San
%, Diego Bassmasters” and if you need to mail
@i~ your first month’s fee of $60 dollars, you can

send it to:

Joseph DeSalvo, 1958 Alderbrook PI., Chula Vista CA
91913

Remember $60 minimum fee due at February
meeting to be able to fish the 1% tournament.
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San Diego Bassmasters General Meeting
January 9, 2018

On January 9", 2018, the San Diego Bassmasters General Meeting was called to order
by President Terry Chenowth at 7:05 PM. Terry thanked Zoe for taking over for Joe
tonight. Bassmasters greeted members and guests. There is a sign-up sheet for the
Fun Tournament on January 27" at Otay and the Chili Cook-off on February 3rd.

Greg Gardner - Membership Chair: Tonight’s guest is Julie Foreman, Terry’s new wife.
Skip Whitworth and Jeff Manning are coming back to the club. A vote was taken for Jeff
and he was voted in. Also, Matt Barksdale wants to return. We will start him through the
process to re-apply for membership. Stu Kinson will pre-fish him.

Zoe Gardner for Joe DeSalvo — Treasurer: We have a little roll-over money from last
year. Please pay dues in a timely manner so we can have a nice banquet and events.

Vicki moved and Cesar seconded that we approve last month’s minutes. Motion passed.

Bass Council report: Terry says the meeting was short. The treasury has $2659.91 in checking, $5290.00
in savings, and $13,100.00 in the angler’s fund.

There is construction going on right now on the ramp at Fisher's Landing. It should be done before we fish
there.

Frank Neugebauer — Tournament Director: Wild West Bass Trail has a tournament on the same days as
we picked for Havasu, March 23-24. It will take over the entire parking lot and have over 100 boats. Frank
proposes that we move the tournament to a Monday/Tuesday the 19"/20". The 10"/11™ was suggested,
as was the 215722". Discussion was had. Frank moved that we change our March Havasu tournament to
the 19"/20™. Cesar seconded the motion. Motion passed. We will not get the fish release boat so we all
need to release all fish outside the buoy line.

Ernie Guillen — Vice President: Ernie urged all to be involved in the family activities, and sign up for the
chili cook-off. We will continue the sign-in sheet at all events and meetings for a ticket into a draw for a
prize at the banquet. Ernie recruited Ed Marr and Greg Gardner to run the family tournament. Ron is
handling the raffle. Ernie asked for a volunteer to bring drinks to the meetings, and Cesar volunteered.
Ernie asked for next month’s snacks, and Doris and Brian volunteered. Sign in for the participation prize
tonight.

Ernie reminded us to put money in the kitty for the drinks.

Ron Overman is taking orders for shirts. He can order jackets, and Cesar asked for a different style of hat.

Frank: The fun tournament is a draw tournament, but there is a possibility to have side pots. He proposed
$20.00 per boat for 5 fish total, with $15.00 of the money for first place, and $5.00 going toward big fish.
Membership agreed.

Terry proposed a raise to our $25.00 dues to $30.00. Angler prizes will be increased as a result, and the
quality of the banquet will continue to be high. It has been 17 years since we have had a raise in dues. We
will announce it in the bulletin, and vote on it at the February meeting. Discussion was had.
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Ron thanked Greg for donating a box of spooks for the raffle.
Break at 8:10PM. Meeting resumed at 8:22PM.
Frank announced the pairings for the Fun Tournament.

Terry brought up proposed tournament rule changes:

1. Frank Neugebauer proposed that we turn in a picture of a big fish with the scale as proof of weight
for big fish out of tournament, or go to the dock to do it. The camera will be the witness.

2. Protests: Words will be added to the rule that the protest must be in writing.

3. Tournament of champions: We have allowed the angler of the year to fish it even if they did not
come in first in a tournament. The wording would be added to the rules that angler of the year can
fish the tournament of champions.

Ron moved changes be approved as presented. Stu seconded. Motion passed.

Having no more Old or New Business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM, with the raffle following.

Respectfully Submitted,
Janice Eisner  Secretary

y—  —-_------- s

Lake Otay Historical Facts (cont.)

2009 — Found Curtiss SB2C Helldiver — plan crashed 5/28/45
2010 — Raised Plane for museum display

Full pool — 1100 surface acres

Max/Current Depth — 137.5 ft./128.7 ft.

Shoreline — 25 miles

Storage Capacity — 47,066.9 acre feet

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH

CLUB MEETING 7pm**********FEBRUARY 6™

Nan Couts Cottage
5045 Memorial Drive, La Mesa, 91942

Q% VALENTINE’S DAY *******%x***+*Eabruary 14"

BOARD MEETING********FEBRUARY 22R°
at Cheryl Byrd’s - 6pm

OTAY TOURNAMENT**********EFEBRUARY 24™
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JANUARY FUN TOURNAMENT
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JANUARY FUN TOURNAMENT

Camero vs R.C. Car
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OTAY FUN TOURNAMENT
JANUARY 27, 2018

Big Number Total

Place Team Fish of Fish Weight
1 Bud Brant/Larry Ward 4.54 5 17.40
2 Inger Lopez/Matt Barksdale 3.74 5 14.59
3 Dave Waller/Ed Marr 3.04 5 13.99
4 Frank Neugebauer/Bobby Foreman 2.76 5 12.49
5 Jim Sleight/Ron Overman 3.32 4 10.28
6 Dave Seaberg/Vicki Becker 2.62 5 9.79
7 Kenny Louis/Brian Goodell 2.40 5 9.64
8 Greg Gardner/Barton Hegler 2.87 5 9.59
9 Jeff Carpenter/John Williamson 2.92 5 9.04
10 Terry Foreman/Janice Eisner 3.52 3 6.98
11 Stu Kensen/Jim Beyroutey 3.50 2 5.24
12 Cole Wright/Lynn Brown 2.22 2 3.66
13 Brent Benish/Steve Swaggerty 0.00 0 0.00
14 Ernie Guillen 0.00 0 0.00
15
16
17

Number of Teams: 14
Total Number of Fish Caught: 51
Total Weight of Fish Caught: 122.69
Average Fish Weight: 241

Average Number of Fish per Team: 3.64
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& DESSERT RAFFLE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD

JUDGING STARTS PROMPTLY AT 4:30 P.M.
SERVING STARTS AT 5 P.M.

Bring your best pot of homemade chili

TO BE JUDGED
****p EASE BRING YOUR CHILI IN A HEATED POT****

CosT: $5.00 PER PERSON
(ONE FREE ADMISSION PER POT OF CHILI)

OTHER POTLUCK ITEMS NEEDED: CORNBREAD,

COLESLAW
R.S.V.P. 70 CHERYL BYRD (619) 589-6714 OR CLBYRD99@GMAIL.COM

*** DESSERT, WATER, COFFEE, TEA AND HOT CHOCOLATE WILL BE PROVIDED ***
PLUS:

BRING YOUR FAVORITE HOMEMADE DESSERT AS A RAFFLE GIFT

AT

Willowbrook East Mobile Home Estates Club House
11949 Riverside Drive, Lakeside, CA 92040
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