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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Ed Marr 

 
 

Hello All- 
  
Approximately 25 years ago, I walked into my first San Diego Bassmasters meeting and I did 
not know a single soul in the club.  The membership director welcomed me to the meeting with 
a warm smile that I fondly remember to this day.   That membership director was Ronnie 
Overman.   Over the last 25 years, we became close friends.  Ronnie was a man of generosity, 
humor, wisdom and loyalty.  You could tell that he also could be a bit of a rascal by that 
twinkle in his eyes.  We all lost one of the best last month and were very fortunate that he 
chose the San Diego Bassmasters as his fishing club and to be part of our lives.    I miss him 
already.   As you know, one of Ronnie’s passions was supporting the Crisis House.   It would be 
a great tribute to his memory to continue to support this awesome cause.  
  
Our July meeting will be on Tuesday, July 7th at 7:00pm via Zoom- look for an invite.  We have 
some decisions to make regarding the tournament schedule for the remainder of the year.  
Please have your calendars and patience ready for this one. 
  
I hope each of you have a Happy (and safe) July 4th Holiday. 
  
Thanks- 
Ed 

 
Topic: SAN DIEGO BASSMASTERS MONTHLY MEETING 
Time: July 7, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and 
Canada) 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Nick Meyer 

 
Well it is finally nice to be out on the water 
again on our local lakes! Victorria and I 
had a fun day on the water during the re-
opening day of El Capitan. The fishing 
wasn’t gang busters like people were 
expecting but it was still decent and the 
best part was that there was no more 
wake boats or skiers on the water. While 
we were fishing, I figured I would be a 
nice guy that day and let Victorria catch 
the biggest fish, soooo she caught the 
biggest fish of the day, and it was on a 
pink senko! 

 
A week later I fished the re-opener of San V. Myself and 
Brandon Kuehl had a bet against Bruce Smith and Jesse 
McNett. Brandon and I were feeling nice that day and let 
Bruce and Jesse take the win that day. 
 
On another note, I was very excited to have our second club 
tournament of the year! Congrats to Jim Sleight, Greg 
Gardner, and Brandon Kuehl on taking the top 3 spots! The 
weather was perfect at Otay, and couldn’t ask for a nicer day. 
Also our tournament director, Frank, did an amazing job on 
running the drive threw weigh in with his weigh in team! 
 
The year, 2020, has been a real pain in the butt with every 
bad thing that has happened around the world this year. The 
worst part of the year was losing a great friend and one of the 
nicest guys in the world, Ron Overman. He will be missed 
dearly. Some of my best fishing trips were with Ron, and I 
will never forget those times. I caught my biggest bass with 
Ron, and we also weighed in the biggest bag of fish that I’ve 
ever weighed in. Fishing night tournaments are very tough 
because it wears down on you as the night goes on, but 
fishing with Ron, he makes the night very interesting and 
absolutely hilarious, whether you’re catching fish or not. Ron 
will be missed at every tournament, every social event, and 
every day. Rest in Peace Ron, and catch us some giant bass 
up in heaven.  
 
Nick Meyer Everybody! 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
Frank Neugebauer  

 
Hi Everybody, 
 
Three months ago, it seemed as though 
we would not have our next tournament 
until after pigs started flying, hell froze 
over, and the Beatles got back together. 
Well, I have yet to be able to place an 
order for pig wings, hell is still hot, and 
the Beatles are not releasing any new 

albums. However, the San Diego Bassmasters had a real 
points tournament with a weigh in and everything.  Yes, we 

are back in business and I am hopeful we can pick up the 
remainder of the schedule starting with the July night 
tournament.  More on that later. 
 
Before we get into the who did what in the tournament, I 
would like to recognize the weigh-in team of Joe DeSalvo, Ed 
Marr, and Larry Ward.  These guys pulled out of the water 
and were down at the end of the parking lot very quickly.  We 
were set up and ready to go in about 10 minutes.  I thought 
the weigh in went off well and in good order. Especially since 
we had no dry run or practice.  Secondly, I would like to 
thank everyone in the club for following the rules and keeping 
their face covered.  Everyone on the weigh in team and 
everyone that came to the scales had some type of facial 
covering on.  You may not have noticed, there was a city 
employee standing off to the side from the beginning of the 
weigh in until the weigh in was over.  He said he was there to 
get the fish count but he watched the entire operation.  I 
pointed out to him when I gave him the fish count to make 
note we had 100% compliance with the facial covering rule. 
Thank you again San Diego Bassmasters for doing it right. 
 
There were some fish caught so I guess we should recognize 
the guys that broke the code and figured it out.  Coming in 
first, with a five fish limit, with a big fish of 3.5 pounds, and a 
total weight of 14.55 pounds, you know him, you love him, 
Mr. Jim Sleight, your Lake Otay winner.  In second place, with 
a five fish limit, anchored by the big fish of the tournament at 
4.92 pounds, for a total weight of 12.45, he is back with a 
vengeance, Greg Gardner.  And the last guy to pick up some 
wall candy, again with a five bass limit, with a big fish of 3.14 
pounds for a total weight of 11.65 pounds, a name we are 
hearing more frequently, Brandon Kuehl.  And just out of the 
trophies, in fourth, with a five fish limit of 11.43 pounds, Cole 
Wright.  Congratulations to all. 
 
We had 29 anglers fish the tournament of which 15 caught 
limits.  We had 5 big fish weighed that were over 3 pounds.  I 
believe, as any of you who have done laundry in the past will 
know, the water has become very hot and the fish shrunk.  
Anyway, we caught 106 fish. We did have three fish not make 
it to the weigh in which is a good reminder to run your live 
well on a regular basis to keep the fish going in the warm 
water.  And the water is going to be warm for the next 
several months. 
 
So, we covered the past, now let’s look to the future.  I have 
been following up with the city about our night tournaments.  
I received an e-mail today from the city that we should have 
approval for our two night tournaments by the end of the 
week, July 3, 2020.  As soon as I receive that e-mail I will 
send a blast out to notify everyone.   
 
Once we have that approval, and as long as the Covid train 
does not come off the tracks, we should be able to finish out 
the rest of the schedule as it was voted in way back when.  In 
addition, I have had several discussions with Ed Marr and also 
mentioned to the rest of the board, several ideas to try to 
make up for the three tournaments we missed.  I have a 
couple of ideas as well as having received a couple good ideas 
from others. If you have any ideas, please contact me.  Also, 
any changes to the schedule, except those mandated by the 
Covid police, will be put to a vote to the general membership 
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before they can be implemented.  So, when you hear about 
the next membership meeting, which will probably be some 
type of teleconferencing deal, make sure you attend so you 
can vote on any changes. It is your club, participate. 
 
Thank You Jeff Carpenter for your help on the spreadsheet 
Sunday morning to expedite the posting of the results.  I 
know there were a lot of people who wanted to see the shake 
out at the top.  Well, Greg Gardner has taken the lead with 
Nick Meyer in hot pursuit.  Also, first through seventh place is 
only separated by 11 points and there are a couple of ties 
being broken by the big fish.  It is shaping up to be a 
competitive year. 
 
Finally, I want to remember Ronnie Overman, a great man, a 
great San Diego Bassmaster, and a great friend.  I can 
honestly say that I am a better person for knowing Ronnie 
than if I had not met him.  He inspired me, mostly by his own 
example, to look inside myself and participate in giving back 
and helping those less fortunate.  Ronnie was always smiling 
and never had a bad word to say about anybody.  At least not 
out loud.  Ronnie was there to ask the “Ronnie Questions” 
when I was looking to sit down as soon as possible, getting 
voted on, so many years ago.  I do not know what is going to 
be like not hearing his voice. I think the silence will be 
deafening and it will feel like there is a big hole in the room. 
We will have to find a way to fill that hole in his memory.  
And I hope he is ripping across the big lake in the sky with his 
hair on fire looking to go sack up some big ole bass.  Catch 
the big one my friend. 
 
Stay safe and I will look for you!!! 
Frank 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Dina Ammsso 

 
Family, this month it has really sunk in 
for me. Our family is slowly growing 
with the addition of Ryan Kuiper to the 
club and Patrick Farrier close behind, 
but we lost a huge part of us. Moving 
forward, I want to ensure that we live 
each day to the fullest just like Ronnie 
did. I had to make my newsletter 
about him this month 
because although it is a few words, he 

deserves the recognition. Ronnie's spirit and energy was 
unmatched. His presence was known with that beautiful smile 
and warm hugs. The times I spent with Ronnie outside of the 
club meetings, he was always happy to tell stories, pull out 
the charmon any waitress that passed, and steal my french 
fries. There was so much to learn from his demeanor alone 
and I hope those of us that take things for granted try to 
model his excellence and appreciation for every moment. I 
facetimed Ronnie the Saturday before he passed and even 
though he was feeling terrible at the time, he never made it 
known to me which is why his passing was that much more of 
a shock. His strength was immeasurable. He will forever be 
known to me as "Bassmaster Boyfriend and Badass". Rest in 
eternal peace, Ronnie 

 

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER: 
Zoé Gardner 

 
Thank you to everyone who made sure 
they were current before our tournament 
at Otay.  We have another tournament 
coming up, so please keep up on your 
dues.  I’ll sleep better at night without the 
worry.   
 
Our treasury is sluggishly plugging along 
without any of our revenue-generating 

events or raffles.  But the biggest struggle is not being able to 
see our Bassmaster family at those fun events.  I know as 
soon as we can all be together Nick will see to it we can 
spend quality time at one of our functions.  I was happy to 
see so many of you at Otay.  Still missing, and owing you all 
big hugs when we’re good to go.  In the meantime, we have 
to stay diligent about staying safe.   
 
As a Board we decided to dedicate this newsletter to our 
friend, Ronnie Overman, and share what he meant to each of 
us.  It was February 1990.  I had just been voted in to the 
San Diego Bassmasters.  I received my ball cap, which had a 
flat brim on it.  I wore it just like that to my first tournament.  
Ronnie kindly came up to me and showed me how I needed 
to curl that brim.  Decades later I would tease him that I 
wasn’t a dork, just fashionably ahead of my time.  We 
laughed.   Ronnie also loved movies.  I could always count on 
him to get a quote from a movie, or understand a goofy play 
on words.  Again, we laughed.  Laughter was one of Ronnie’s 
greatest gifts to us all.   
 
And did I mention his kindness?  Believe it or not, I walked 
the Avon 3-day walk against breast cancer (60 miles in total).  
I asked my Bassmaster buddies to sponsor my efforts and 
everyone did.  Ronnie told me he would drop off some money 
the next day in my mailbox.  To my surprise, there was $500 
in cash with a note, “Our secret.”  He was always so 
supportive and philanthropic, but humble enough that he 
didn’t want to be highlighted over anyone else.  I honored 
that request until now. 
 
Ronnie was also a prankster.  At the River he thought it would 
be fun to throw a plastic worm at me while we were all 
waiting for results.  That was back when we all slept in trucks 
or boats.  So when I put a fluke in his sleeping bag I almost 
didn’t make it to the showers without falling because I was 
laughing so hard when I heard him yell, “Oh golly!  Oh golly 
golly” when his feet must have touched that fluke.  Payback 
son! 
 
He was my race-car hero.  We shared that Chevy bond, 
especially for Corvettes.  It was pretty well known that if you 
fished an out-of-towner with Ronnie he’d be driving.  So when 
we fished Alamo together, and Jim Davis walked up to Ronnie 
at a gas station and said, “You blew the doors off my truck” I 
was especially proud when Ronnie sheepishly grinned and 
pointed at me.  Yep, my hero let me drive!  When we had 
Bassmaster Night at the Races at Cajon Speedway, no one 
seemed to care about who was winning.  You’d just hear a 
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bunch of Bassmasters in unison saying, “There’s Ronnie” 
anytime he passed.  Later in the pits you’d see a small kid 
asking for his autograph.  He always bent down to the height 
of whichever little person he was interacting with.  He gave 
people special moments.  And did it effortlessly.  I think it 
was his unconditional love for people. 
    
Ronnie served us all in countless Board positions, some 
official, some unofficial.  He was always working for us.  I 
could always count on Ronnie and Greg to go to the tackle 
stores for contributions for our picnic raffles and banquet 
prizes.  He elevated our club through service and 
philanthropy.  He joined our forces with Crisis House to give 
our time, money, clothing and care to children and families 
who had endured horrors most of us can’t imagine.  He let us 
join him in creating special moments for those kids.  His big 
heart was there for so many.  He taught us what it meant to 
be Bassmasters, true Bassmasters.  And yet, his humility 
always forced him to embarrassment whenever he received 
Bassmaster of the Year honors.  To honor his memory, we’ll 
continue our support of Crisis House, and make sure we send 
a beautiful plaque with a donation on his behalf.  Yes, we’ll be 
“passing the hat.”     

 
When I think of true grit, I think of Ronnie.  He lived life to its 
fullest, suffered unimaginable pain, but always had enough 
energy to do one more thing, and keep smiling that beautiful 
smile.  What do you call a 75-ish year old man who goes 
through all those surgeries, fishes a tournament at Havasu 
only to then go to the River?  Ronnie!  I think observing that 
strength and determination helped me with my various health 
challenges.  He was inspirational on many levels.   
 
So many fond memories of my dear friend, I could easily 
keep writing.  We all could.  I’ll end with a saying I remember 
sharing with my “Team Gimp” buddy a few months ago:  Life 
should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of 
arriving in a well preserved body, but rather to skid in 
sideways, chocolate in one hand, wine in the other, body 
thoroughly worn out and screaming, “Woo Hoo, What a Ride!”     
   
In Loving Memory or our Dear Ronnie, 
Zoé 
 

 
San Diego Bassmasters General Meeting 

June 2, 2020 via Zoom 
 

President Ed Marr called the June 2, 2020 meeting of the San Diego Bassmasters to order at 7:05 P.M. Meeting was held via 
Zoom. (23ish participants) 
 
Bassmasters said their hellos.  
Ed Marr – President: Ed wants us to be able to make swift decisions as a club as we get closer to being able to fish. He says 
we may have to circumvent some of our by-laws in order to make decisions, like calling an extra meeting via Zoom with 
little notice. 
Tonight, we need to vote in a new member without our regular method. Ryan Kuiper has been pre-fished and tournament 
pre-fished and is ready to be voted in for membership. Dina will send out an email with a Survey Monkey yes or no ballet 
attached. A vote was taken and all agreed. Ryan talked about himself and answered questions.  
Ed asked that we sign the petition that he mentioned in his newsletter article about opening the county lakes for fishing. Jim 
Sleight formed a committee of 12 members who are in the process of finding a way to keep lakes open. He will have more 
information later. He recommends we send emails to Barbara Bry to turn this around. Send a friendly letter without 
derogatory remarks to persuade them. Budget comes out June 1st and he doesn’t see any movement before then. The more 
we bring it up the more likely we will get them open. 
 
Terry Chenowth gave a council report. He has been hearing information there about the lakes. They are having meetings 
about the TOC and Top 6 tournaments. He urged we keep sending letters/emails.  
 
Zoe Gardner - Treasurer: Our balance is $6804. She asked we continue to mail in our dues. We still have expenses, and a 
banquet this year and the 50th anniversary next year. 
 
Dina Ammsso – Membership: James Chase and Ryan Kuiper are prospective members. Buzz Brizendine is a returning 
member and will be tournament pre-fished Saturday at the fun tournament, as will James Chase.  
 
Nick Meyer – Vice President: Nick says we have to cancel the picnic. Maybe we can reschedule for October. Cheryl asked 
about our deposit. Gina says we are getting a refund. Ed Byrd asked about night tournaments. Jim Sleight says he has sent 
all his information in about it for his tournaments, and they denied it. But he has heard there might be some change in the 
near future. The mayor has a press conference tomorrow where is should be discussed. Buzz asked about fish and game 
permits. They said it is up to the city, and they will OK it if the city does.  
 
Frank Neugebauer – Tournament Director: Park and Rec has cut out 85 full time positions, which will affect the lakes for 
staffing. Otay parking is open for up to 55 or 60 boats. Jim suggested that we could do a paper tournament, and turn in our 
weigh-slip to Frank by email. Ed says if it gets to that point that’s the only option, we can discuss it then. Also, not everyone 
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knows how to do that so it would take a little training. Discussion was had. Ed and Frank are actively seeking opportunities 
to get our tournaments rolling. Ed brought up the idea of an exclusive use permit for a day tournament at one of the closed 
lakes in the future. Jim suggested that we might have to go for what we can get and forego the schedule for the rest of the 
year until everything is open. Ed Byrd asked what the problem with the health department and tournaments was. Cheryl 
suggested that we consider Sundays, also. Ed - we will need to be flexible and adjust on the fly.  
 
Being no further old or new business, the meeting adjourned at 7:56PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice E. Eisner 
Secretary 
 
Greg has TWO Motorguide trolling motors: 36 volts, 109-lb thrust, Great condition, Plus a few accessories, $300 each or 
best offer - Call Greg Gardner at: (619) 390-5240 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH 
 

July 7, 2020 07:00 PM 
Join Zoom Meeting 

 

BOARD MEETING July 22 
 

 
 
 

 
Note from the Editor: To club members - if you have something fishing related to sell, 
you can list it in the monthly newsletter. Contact Jeff Carpenter  
 
Be sure to check out www.sandiegobassmasters.com  


