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50th Year of Fishing, Friends and Fun

INDER LOPEZ TAKES 1ST PLACE FOR 2020
by Zoé Gardner
I would like to give a wrap-up of 2020’s informal,
COVID-safe, awards ceremony.
It was held on
December 12 in the parking lot of San Vicente where
we could easily socially distance and still recognize our
honorees. Ed Marr presented the awards to our top
twelve guys as well as other recipients with the
assistance of Frank Neugebauer and Greg Gardner to
keep things moving along. Ed & Cheryl Byrd created
the program so you can review the results on line, and
we may have a few more hard copies. Greg Gardner
took care of ordering the plaques, belt buckles and
watches, and he and Nick Meyer ordered the top twelve
gifts. Regina Seaberg was at the ready taking pictures
of our event, as she has done throughout the year. As
you can see, an event like this still requires many
dedicated individuals to make it run smoothly. I apologize if I have forgotten anyone else who contributed to
making this a successful event.
Without taking away from all the worthy recipients, I do want to highlight a few awards. Inder
Lopez, our Angler of the Year AND Tournament of Champions AND Big Fish in Tournament
winner literally needed a second pair of hands to accept all his plaques (he enlisted the help
of his fiancée, Erin). Congratulations, Inder! Brian Goodell was our non-boater Angler of the
Year, and showed the rest of us non-boaters how things are done. Nonetheless, I couldn’t
resist talking smack on how I would be gunning for him in 2021. But for 2020, Brian’s the
man.
Our Sportsmanship award went to Will Larson. Will may be quiet, but when the chips are
down, you want him on your side. He didn’t hesitate to have Jim Sleight fish with him at
the River when Jim’s boat decided to bail on him. Will again stepped up at El Cap when
he and Nick Meyer helped Ryan Test when his trailer decided to freeze up after a long
day of fishing. Congratulations Will. Well deserved.

Page 2 of 6

SAN DIEGO BASSMASTERS

JANUARY 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Zoé Gardner
Now on to 2021, our 50th
anniversary year as a club. As
I said earlier, it takes the
dedication of many people to
ensure success. I will call
upon many of you to help out
over the course of the year.
The one thing I would ask of
each member, especially the
hell of a year we just came out of…embrace the
positivity of our club and our membership. Really
recognize what you are a part of: the best club in
San Diego, filled with a rich history of honor and
integrity. It is easy to get into a funk and complain,
but this is not that year.
I have been a proud member since 1990, and
have been blessed with so many wonderful
friendships and memories. I even married my
hero and best fishing buddy! It is an honor to
serve as your President, but I have to confess it is
bittersweet for me. For our 50th anniversary, there
are two members I would have liked to have seen
in the role. Bob Cook, the founding father of our
club. Bob was a great guy, levelheaded, and I will
always remember when many members were
making more of an issue than need be, Bob would
calmly ask, “Do we really have a problem?” His
simple easy-going style spoke volumes, and we all
respected him enough to listen. He pushed many
of us to be better than we gave ourselves credit
for, and the outcome was always what he saw in
us. The second person is more current and his
loss continues to sadden me: Ron Overman. He
served as President eight times, because we all
saw him as the leader he was. A gift for making
everyone feel special coupled with a deep love for
our club made him the perfect choice to lead us.
Again, the element of positivity even in the most
dire of times I recognized as his secret weapon. I
cannot be either of these dear and special men,
but I had the benefit and privilege of having been
mentored by both, as well as so many of you. I
will honor them and you by giving it my very best.
We have an incredible Board who represents
people willing to work hard for our club and make

this the special year we all deserve. So when any
of us asks for help, please step up. This club has
been forged by doers, not spectators.
One last recognition to “doers” and people who
believe in our club, serve our club and love our
club. To Ed Marr and our 2020 Board, thank you
all for your leadership and tough decision-making
during trying times. To Regina Seaberg, who took
it upon herself to order (and pay for) our 50 th
anniversary commemorative ball caps. When I
pushed back to pay her for these items, she
refused. She simply said, “No! I love this club,
they are my family, and I want to do this.” Thank
you, Regina, for your love and kind heart. To Mike
Lupo, for volunteering $250 seed money to start
up the commemorative shirts that Patrick Farrier
volunteered to get us good prices on. And to
Patrick for stepping up proactively to make this a
memorable year. It is going to take all of us, all
year, to deliberately and competently celebrate
The San Diego Bassmasters. Welcome 2021.

Editor’s Note: I apologize for not putting the Year-end
Awards program on the webpage in a timely manner. I
forgot to put the file on my thumb drive before coming
to Havasu. The program will be posted upon our return
to San Diego at the end of January.

January
General Meeting on the 5th
via Zoom at 7 p.m.
(link to follow in email)
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TOURNAMENT TRAIL

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Cole Wright

Greg Gardner

Hello San Diego Bassmasters,
2020 is in the books and we are
moving on to 2021. I'm super
happy to be your tournament
director for this up coming year.
Let's make our 50th year the
best. We just voted in the 2021
schedule. Let me tell you, it
looks perfect. I'm hoping we will see some good
bags of fish this year. We have a fun tournament
scheduled for January 30th at El Capitan. I will
email you a sign-up sheet next Tuesday before the
meeting. This will be a draw tournament. I will not
be doing a big fish pot.

Hello,
San
Diego
Bassmasters! Hey, here we
go
again.
Another
tournament year for our club.
It will be the 43rd for me. I’m
not really that old? I have
really enjoyed every one of
those years. That said, last
year, 2020, was one of the
worst ever for me. So I am planning to attack
2021 with all the energy I possess. And I will
enjoy doing it alongside all of you. Ron O. would
say, “Hey, they are just a bunch of little green fish.
What could be so hard?”

I want to let the boaters know that the State of
California is requiring all boaters, 40 years of age
and younger, to have a CA Boater Card as of
January 1st , 2021. You will be required to take an
online course to get the card. I’m just giving you
guys a heads up because someone got a ticket at
San Vicente for not having his Boater Card
(Editor’s note: last year’s requirement was for
boaters 35 years old and younger). If you get
pulled over when you're in a tournament and get a
ticket, you will be disqualified. This is not a
requirement of the San Diego Bassmasters, but
the State of California! To make sure you are in
compliance go to FAQs – California Boater Card .
Happy New Year!

I’m also looking forward to doing my best as
Membership Chairman. I am just getting back into
it and it looks like we are at 38 active with two
prospective. The two prospective are John Taylor
and Bruce Robertson. I was the lucky guy who
pre-fished them both. And so far, I like what I see
in them. I will give a positive report to the Board
on both. They will be in the draw for our fun
tournament on January 30th at El Cap. If you have
not met them yet, at that tournament introduce
yourselves and make them feel welcome.

Approved Schedule for 2021
January 30th
February 27th
March 19th & 20th
April 17th
May 7th & 8th
June 19th
July 23rd
August 21st
September 11th
October 1st & 2nd
November 6th
TBD

El Capitan (fun)
Otay
Mohave
Otay
Havasu
El Capitan lake (6 hours)
San Vicente (6 hours night)
El Capitan (6 hours night)
El Capitan (6 hours)
Lower Colorado River
San Vicente
Tournament of Champions

A few things to remember: stay on top of your
B.A.S.S. membership as it is a condition of being
in our club and keep your dues up. If you fall
behind in either, you could possibly not be able to
participate in the next tournament. If you have
questions for me, or if I can help you, call me
anytime.
See you on the lake…
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FRANK NEUGEBAUER TAKES CLUB’S
TOP HONOR FOR 2020
by Zoé Gardner

The New Year is here and we all
are looking forward to the end of
fears and restrictions related to
the covid crisis. Our tournament
year will start with the fun
tournament and then the real
competition begins. Remember,
you're in first place!
Speaking of first place, congratulations to Inder
Lopez for taking all of 2020's marbles! Fisherman
of the Year and winner of the Tournament of
Champions! The competition was tough and to
make the Top Twelve was a challenge. Not only
did Inder take the club honors, he also won the
hand of a lovely girl...who also fishes!
The events that we normally have during the year,
the Family Tournament, the picnic, Chile Cook-off,
etc. will, if possible, be held. As far as when, that
will be dictated by the covid situation. The one
event that will be held, will be the banquet and it
will be on December 12th and will be at Singing
Hills, our usual location.
I'm looking forward to the coming year and hope
it's a great one for all of you!
See you on Zoom!

TREASURER’S MESSAGE
Brian Goodell
Well that’s a wrap for 2020, the
longest shortest year of my life! I
am hoping for a slightly less
eventful 2021. All-in-all I am just
glad that the lakes are open and
we are fishing. Looking forward to
the schedule this year, our club's
50th. Great job Cole! I can’t wait
to roll the dice at a new-to-me lake – Mohave.
Hope you all had a great Christmas!

Frank went above
and beyond to
ensure we got a
full 10-tournament
schedule in, even
when the lakes
had been shut
down for months.
He kept apprised
of every change
going on with our
City and our City
Lakes. When the
opportunity arose,
he quickly brought us back together and
hammered out a revised schedule that worked for
us. His creativity, desire to help the club he loves
so dearly, and willingness to think outside the box,
truly saved the day for our 2020 schedule; all-thewhile keeping us safe and compliant. Great job,
Frank!
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San Diego Bassmasters General Meeting
December 1, 2020 via Zoom
President Ed Marr called the December 1, 2020 meeting of the San Diego Bassmasters to
order at 7:06 P.M. Meeting was held via Zoom.
Ed Marr – President: Ed welcomed us. Bassmasters said their hellos.
Dina Ammsso – Membership: We have a new prospective member, Bruce Robertson. He
spoke a little about himself. Mike Lupo volunteered to pre-fish him. John was pre-fished by
Greg Gardner. After board approval he will be tournament pre-fished. We are at 39
members and 2 prospective currently.
Zoe Gardner - Treasurer: Right now, we are at $4876.92 both savings and checking. There is some outstanding
dues and insurance. Insurance of $35 is due now, so make sure you are current.
Nick Meyer – Vice President: Nothing new for the end of the year.
Ed: We will have a little presentation at San Vicente of top 12 awards from noon to 2 on the 12th of December.
Plan to pick up awards or view the awards and winners.
Frank thanked everyone who helped get through the last year. We managed to get in 10 tournaments despite it
all. Inder Lopez took first for the year and first in the tournament of champions.
Ed: Ed thanked the club for the bouquet of flowers for Ed and Janice’s houses. Barbara Patrick sent a note to the
club to thank us for the flowers we sent when Dave passed.
Mike Lupo: We donated $6000 to the Crisis House in Ron Overman’s name. Mike asked for volunteers. Crisis
House has purchased a new location, and we will be at that new location on December 5 th to help for 4 hours at
9AM to move furniture around and help organize. Ron’s son has been participating in helping there. Mike has
been voted to their board and will represent us well there.
Tonight, we will take nominations for next year’s board members and vote.
Ed read current nominations and called for nominations from the floor for President:
Dina will send out a survey monkey this evening for a vote on nominees, and voting will close at noon tomorrow.
Nominations/declined nominations are as listed below:
President
Ed Marr
Bruce Smith
Brandon Kuehl
Dave Seaberg
Greg Gardner
Zoe Gardner
Regina Seaberg
Mike Lupo (nominated from the
floor and declined)
Vice President
Nick Meyer
Ed Byrd
Duane Johnson
Bruce Smith

Greg Gardner
Zoe Gardner
Regina Seaberg
Jeff Manning
Dina Ammsso
Tournament Director
Mike Lupo
Jim Sleight
Inder Lopez
Frank Neugebauer
Joe DeSalvo
Bruce Smith
Cole Wright
Greg Gardner

Dave Seaberg
Larry Ward
Keith Cloward
Terry Chenowth
Secretary
Janice Eisner
Regina Seaberg
Dave Seaberg
Dina Ammsso
Bruce Smith
Jim Sleight
Brandon Kuehl
Cheryl Byrd (nominated from the
floor and declined)
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Treasurer
Zoe Gardner
Brandon Kuehl
Brian Goodell
Joe DeSalvo
Membership Chair
Dina Ammsso

Jeff Manning
Regina Seaberg
Greg Gardner
Nick Meyer
Cesar Diosdado
Frank Neugebauer
Mike Lupo
Larry Ward

JANUARY 2021
Newsletter
Ed Byrd
Dave Seaberg
Jeff Carpenter
Janice Eisner
Nick Meyer
Ed Marr
Cheryl Byrd

Cheryl Byrd: Cheryl is working on the programs for the end of year and will pass them off to Ed to pass out on the 12 th
at the awards handout meet. She will put it out in an online format that can be printed on our webpage. Cheryl will talk
to Jeff Carpenter about formatting to the webpage and putting the newsletter up.
Ed asked for any old business. It was asked about the rollover money from this year, which we will carry over for the
50th celebration in 2021.
Cheryl asked about the special awards. Ed says they will be passed out on the 12th from 12-2PM at San Vicente.
There is a tournament there at that time, but shouldn’t be a problem while we are there.
Regina announced that she will be passing out a 50th anniversary hat to everyone who shows up on the 12th, and if
you miss it she will catch you later.
Zoe says as long as the county is in the purple we can’t meet at the senior center, but we will be able to later and they
are giving us extended room to spread out for the same price.
Cheryl thanked the board for the job they did this year under adverse circumstances.
It was asked about our boutique items and possible 50th anniversary jerseys.
Ed will bring the extra clothing items to the 12th for sale. Patrick Ferrier will look into taking on the boutique. Mike Lupo
donated $250 toward starting up an order so the club won’t be out the money. Greg, Frank, Jeff, and others will get
together to put together the Bassmaster logo and order from Morgan’s monogram.
There was no scholarship awarded, so the donation money will be rolled over into next year.
Dina has sent out a voting link for tonight’s slate of nominees. An email will be sent to all to vote by noon tomorrow.
Winners will be announced by email tomorrow evening.
Being no further old or new business, the meeting adjourned at 8:18PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Janice E. Eisner
Secretary

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH
CLUB MEETING 7pm via Zoom**********JANUARY 5TH
BOARD MEETING via Zoom ********JANUARY 19TH
FUN TOURNAMENT at El Capitan**********JANUARY 30TH

