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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Zoé Gardner 

 

I am so looking forward to 
seeing everyone IN PERSON 
(not yelling, just excited) at 
our next General 
Membership meeting on 
Tuesday, July 6th at 7p.m.  I 
won’t know until the last 
minute what the restrictions 
will be from the La Mesa 
Adult Enrichment Center 

(8450 La Mesa Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91942).  
Please look for an email from me over the holiday 
weekend with details, e.g. masks, food, distancing, 
etc.  It’s been quite the year and a half without 
seeing everyone together. 
It occurs to me that during COVID there have 
been strange dynamics in the world.  People have 
been less courteous, willing to express themselves 
in mean ways, hiding behind a computer or a 
blank screen via Zoom, Teams, or Facebook.  I 
realize that our club, on a smaller scale, has 
simulated these dynamics to a degree.  I was 
hopeful that during our 50th anniversary year we 
would be able to focus more on that which is good 
about our club.  In many ways we have.  I have 
seen members and family members step up to 
help each other, volunteer to fill a gap, do 
something that elevates our position in the fishing 
community, or just have a great time at a 
tournament.  I love all of those efforts and that’s 
what I think about when I think about our club; 
most of the time.  But there is a negative 
undertone at times, and I would be foolish to 
ignore it.  I have heard from a few members about 
issues or decisions that were made by current and 

even previous Boards that have created grudges, 
animosities and scrutiny that applies sinister 
intentions to every action.  This is destructive.  The 
reality will always be the inability to please 
everyone.  So again I challenge everyone to focus 
on positivity versus negativity.  That doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t bring a topic up, but let’s try to be a 
little more civil about it – like Bassmasters. 
Our club has survived and thrived for 50 years for 
many reasons.  Love of the sport, friendly yet 
fierce competition pushing us all to be better, 
respect and dedication for our reputation and 
doing the right things, and a sincere and genuine 
pride in being a Bassmaster.  These factors have 
served many of us for decades and will continue to 
do so into the future as the baton gets passed to 
generations that will follow.  I am still very proud to 
be a Bassmaster and will continue to do my best 
to serve our club to the best of my abilities.  I know 
I can speak for the rest of your Board as I see 
them making the same commitments.  Not 
because they have to, but because they want to.  
Here’s to another 50 years with more amazing 
members.  Wishing you all a very Happy 4th! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 2021 

July 6
th

 
General Meeting 

@ 7 p.m. 
La Mesa Adult Enrichment 

Center 
8450 La Mesa Boulevard 

La Mesa, CA 91942 
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Happy 4th of July 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

****For Sale **** 

 
 

Like new Honda EX1000 generator.  It is 
the older model made with metal not 
plastic.  Only used one fishing trip to 
charge boat batteries. Price to sell.   

Listed $400  to $500. 

Jim Davis 619-442-7034 
 

****For Sale **** 
 

 
Lowrance X-87 

 

 
 

Lowrance LMS-250 Color 
 

$50 dollars each, comes with puck 

Dave Seaberg 619-990-1278 
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TOURNAMENT TRAIL 

Cole Wright 
 

Our 6 hour June 19th El Capitan 
lake tournament is in the books.  
A lot of anglers brought some 
nice fish up to the scale.  Bruce 
Smith took first place with 23.98 
and big fish of 10.27, 2nd Dina 
with 19.46 and 3rd Brent 
Kearney with 16.15.  Good job 

you guys and girls.  I would like to thank my 
weight-in team.  They always do a great job.  
 
I wanted to let you all know that I will not be going 
to the general meetings in person due to work. Jim 
Sleight will be there to sign you guys up and talk 
about the next tournament. If you cannot make the 
meeting please give me a call and I will make sure 
to put you down on the sign-up sheet.  The next 
tournament is Friday night July 23rd at San 
Vicente.  I want to give everyone a reminder for 
the San Vicente night tournament. Please pay 
Brian Goodell for your lake permit fees.  You can 
pay at the general meeting or at the lake before 
we launch.  Please bring the exact change.  I 
would really appreciate it.  See you all at the San 
Vicente night tournament. 
 

 

Big Winners at El Cap 
 

 
 
3

nd 
- Brent Kearney  1

st  
- Bruce Smith  2

rd – 
Dina Ammsso 

 
 

 

Approved Schedule for 2021 
 
January 30th  El Capitan (fun) 
February 27th   Otay 
March 19th & 20th  Mohave 
April 17th   Otay 
May 7th & 8th   Havasu 
June 19th  El Capitan lake (6 hours) 
July 23rd   San Vicente (6 hours night) 
August 21st    El Capitan (6 hours night) 
September 11th   El Capitan (6 hours) 
October 1st & 2nd  Lower Colorado River 
November 6th San Vicente 
TBD   Tournament of Champions 
 
 

 
TREASURER’S MESSAGE 

Brian Goodell 
 
Great tournament at El Cap!  It was more of a 

sight-seeing day for me.  I saw a 
golden eagle, a deer, and was 
lucky enough to net a 10+ pounder.  
As of our board meeting on June 
15th, our account balance was at 
$14,202.19.  There are a few of 
you that are getting behind on dues 
again.  Please get current!  Starting 

next month we should be able to meet in person 
again, so if you would like to pay via cash or check 
at the meeting that will once again be an option.  
Please do your best to bring exact change if you 
decide to pay with cash.  Feel free to reach out to 
me before the meeting for an update on where you 
stand and how much you owe. 
 

 

 

Editor’s Note: If you have any fishing, camping or 
outdoor items you would like to sell, send your 
information to me and I will post it in the monthly 
newsletter. 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Ed Byrd 

 
First of all I'd like to say 
that the El Cap tournament 
was fun.  I caught the 
largest fish I've ever landed 
in freshwater.  As I set the 
hook I knew immediately 
that it was a big fish.  After 
a few more seconds, I 

knew it wasn't a bass.  After fighting it for fifteen to 
twenty minutes, it finally came to boat, Josh (my 
partner) and I saw the blue cat...it was at least 30 
pounds, probably closer to 35 and the tail was a 
good ten inches across.  Anyway, Josh was able 
to reach out with the pliers and unhook the fish.  
Thanks, Josh, enjoyed fishing with you! 
 
Our first live meeting for 2021 is coming up on the 
6th and I really wish I could be there.  Our Havasu 
house had a leak in a pipe which affected one 
bedroom and the kitchen. The kitchen was heavily 
damaged and all the cabinets had to be removed.  
Also the water damaged the kitchen tile.  Of 
course the tile is no longer being made so the tile 
throughout the house had to be removed. To 
make matters worse, COVID kept many people in 
their home so a lot of people decided to have 
some remodeling done.  That created a backlog 
on things like cabinets of 14 to 15 weeks. Finally, 
we are just getting some of the cabinets done and 
hopefully they'll be installed in a week or so.  Then 
the flooring gets done, after which a cleaning crew 
will come in and try to remove all the dust created 
by tearing up the tile.  Then we get to put things 
back in their places.  Hopefully, everything will be 
finished back soon. 
 
The survey that was sent out showed that a vast 
majority wanted to have a picnic.  I have 
scheduled it for the 19th of September.  The picnic 
is a fun event and everyone should try to be there.  
Please volunteer to help.  The more people that do 
volunteer, the easier it is.  Everyone can 
contribute.  There will be another survey that will 
be coming out shortly asking a few questions 
about the picnic.  Please fill it out (it's short). 

(continued on page 6)

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Greg Gardner 

 
Hello, San Diego Bassmasters.  
Currently we are at 40 members.  
Two of our members, Frank 
Neugebauer and Mike Lupo, 
both went inactive as of the end 
of June.  We voted Lee Jerry 
into our club at the last club 
meeting.  Welcome, Lee!  We 

have two prospective members, Anthony Meyer 
and Jeremiah Dugie, who will come up through 
our process.     
We now have: 
40 Active 
1 Family 
5 Inactive 
17 At Large 
8 Lifetime 
8 Honorary 
2 Prospective 
 
I thought our tournament at El Cap went very well.  
Your Tournament Director, Cole Wright, did an 
excellent job.  With help from Dave Seaberg, Jim 
Sleight and Cole’s weigh-in team, I saw a lot of 
happy people at weigh-in.  It was a good day for 
our members.  Dina Ammsso, Bruce Smith, Wow!  
The San Diego Bassmasters is the best and 
biggest club in San Diego!  That’s you!  And I 
know of what I speak. 
 
I have been watching this club for 43 years.  I 
have seen a lot of people come and go for a 
variety of reasons.  This club is a happy place for 
most of us.  At present time there are a few who 
act like they don’t like our club.  To those I say if 
you are not happy, there are several other clubs in 
San Diego that may be better suited to your 
needs.  Let the rest of the club continue to enjoy 
what we all love.  We won’t always agree, but no 
one should be miserable either.  This is my 
personal opinion as well as good membership 
advice.  
 
For me, I am looking forward to our schedule the 
rest of the year and spending time with all you 
good people.  Good luck to all of you. 
.
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San Diego Bassmasters General Meeting 
June 1, 2021 via Zoom 

 

President Zoe Gardner called the June San Diego Bassmasters general meeting to 
order at 7:00PM on Zoom. (approx. 32 in attendance) 
 
Greg Gardner moved and Kenny Loius seconded that we approve last month’s 
minutes. Motion passed.  
 
Zoe - Bass council report: Zoe didn’t attend the last bass council meeting, but there is 
another tomorrow night. She will not be volunteering us for the Top 6 help because of 

our 50th reunion banquet this year.  
 
Ed Byrd – Vice President: Ed asked when  the Top 6 was in September. Survey results: Over 80% want a 
picnic, it is 50/50 on the family tournament, and a served dinner with hors d’oeuvres was more popular. Ed is 
looking for September or October for a picnic date since that had the most interest. El Monte Park or Santee 
Lakes are in consideration. We need volunteers to chair and help with these events.  
 
Zoe: We will be back at the La Mesa Senior Center in July  
 
Greg Gardner – Membership Chair: We are at 41 active members. Anthony Meyer is a new perspective 
member. Greg will pre-fish him. Lee Jerry is also a perspective member. He has been pre-fished by Mike 
Lupo and tournament pre-fished by Buzz Brizendine. He talked a little about himself and why he wants to be 
a Bassmaster. Questions were asked of him. We placed him in the waiting room (and Anthony) to discuss. 
We will vote for him on the survey monkey. If passed, he will fish at El Capitan.  
 
Brian Goodell – Treasurer: We currently have $13,717.17. All our big-ticket items are yet to come. Keep 
paying your dues.  
Venmo to pay dues: Brian-Goodell-2. Address for mailing dues: 8600 Lemon Ave. Apt 10, La Mesa Ca 
91941.  
 
Cole Wright – Tournament Director: Our tournament results from Havasu May 7-8:  
3rd – Josh Buller with 29.87lbs. 
2nd – Brent Kearney with 31.03lbs. 
1st – Nick Meyer with 37.65lbs. 
Nick has set a new club record with 4 wins in a row. 
Cole has a sign-up sheet for El Capitan on the June 19th. It will be a 6 hour tournament with weigh-in at 
12:00PM. Cole read the sign-ups so far and took more names. It was asked whether the list could be sent 
out and sign-ups end tomorrow. It was pointed out that it was in the newsletter and a message was sent out, 
so tonight is the last chance to sign up and not lose participation points.  
Josh Buller asked to sign up to be a boater. He has twice asked to be a boater and backed out last minute 
because his boat failed to pan out, causing a negative ripple effect on the rest of the fishermen to change 
rides. Discussion was had. He still does not actually have a boat so signing up to be a boater being denied 
was discussed. More discussion was had. It was decided that he will not sign up as a boater.  
 
Jim Sleight: Hodges is closed because of maintenance. They are drawing down the water below the launch 
ramp. He has been told it will be completed and it will be opened back up soon. Frank received a link about 
a number of things being worked on concerning the lakes and recreation in San Diego, and that our dams 
are in poor condition and need work. $10,000.000 is being allocated to do a study about a probable decades 
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long project for this. Morena is one of the lakes which was found to be OK, but it is known that it is leaking. 
Jim says the pure water act is the biggest goal concerning lakes right now.   
There was a tournament a few weeks ago at San Vicente. that Jim watched where there were up to 15 
people in line at the same time waiting to weigh in, and then releasing them at the water’s edge. Jim 
reported them. There were 10-12 dead fish floating there. Clubs need to be made aware that fish can’t be 
out of the water that long, both for the fish and because it is illegal. He asked Zoe to talk to the council about 
that. Greg says out of town clubs come down and don’t have a permit, so there is no accountability. Cheryl 
asked that they write something for the newsletter and send a link for Jim’s site. 
 
Cheryl Byrd – Newsletter: Cheryl has some ads for the newsletter.  
 
Having no further old or new business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03PM.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Janice Marr Eisner 
Secretary 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH 

 

GENERAL MEETING 7 P.M. ....... JULY 6TH 

 

BOARD MEETING 6 P.M. VIA ZOOM ...... .JULY 20TH 

 

NIGHT TOURNAMENT at SAN V (6 hrs) ......... JULY 23RD 

 
 

 

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONT’D) 
 

Other events coming up are the Bass Council's Top Six Tournament on the 18th of September, our 
Tournament of Champions on November 13th, and the year-end Banquet on December 12th.  We can try to 
schedule other events, but the calendar is getting a little full.  
 
See you all at the night tournament! 
 
“Between two evils, I always pick the one I never tried before.”  - Mae West  
 
 
 

 
 
 


