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    M arch  2022 
 

      51 Years of Fishing, Friends, and Fun! 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Bruce Smith 

Good day to all the Bassmasters out there in San Diego!  I hope you are all getting out there to 
our local lakes and sticking some hawgs. 
 

It seems like a lifetime ago, but on the 4th and 5th of February we held our first tournament of the 
year out of Fisher's Landing on the Lower Colorado River.  It was a cold and blustery week of 

prefishing.  Then mother nature threw us a curve and the first day of the tournament it turned to glass calm conditions 
for the most part, which didn't help the bite at all.  In fact, in my opinion it hampered the bite that was happening.  
On Saturday the wind was back and the bite improved for most of the field.  All in all it was a great showing by the 
club, super support with 19 boats along with their back seaters.  I'd like to give a shout out to the Arizona Bass 
Federation with their help on the launching of over 50 boats on Saturday.  It went very smoothly and was extremely 
fair in the order of take-off. 
 

Next month we are off to the grand Lake Mohave.  Get those Ned Logs and 5lb. test out and ready to rumble!  The 
smallmouth in that lake should just be hitting their first spawning push with the March full moon happening during 
our tournament days.  It could be a real slug fest. 
 

Please show up at the next meeting.  We have sign-ups for Mohave, tons of new raffle prizes, a silent auction and 
our own Brandon Kuehl will be doing a short presentation on how he prepares for tournaments.  The awards for the 
lower river tournament will also be handed out and we can look forward to hearing from the victors on just how they 
caught all those fish. 
 

On the more serious side of things.  This past week I became a member the California Recreation Freedom Alliance or 
CaRFA for short.  The two main items on the agenda as of right now are re-opening the lakes the days that the city 
took from us two years ago and improving the road into El Capitan reservoir.  I would like to put together a small 
action group to help facilitate these items and future subjects on the upcoming list.  This group will write and send e-
mails on at least a weekly basis to county supervisors, city council members, and public utility authorities.  For me 
personally I have a whole list of things I'd like to see happen to our lakes, but for right now we are focused on these 
two priorities.  My opinion is that this is the biggest, longest standing tournament bass club of San Diego.  That is 
saying something.  We are doing it right.  We have persevered through trying times and have come out on top.  We 
are and can be the stewards for the local lakes as we spend the most time on them. 
 

See you all on March 1st, I'm looking forward to it. 
 

SDBM President, Bruce Smith 
 
“I don’t exaggerate…I just remember big!” Author Unknown. 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Nick Meyer 

Hey everyone!  Although fishing at the river was tough, we had a great time.  Congratulations to Bruce 
on the win, with his great second day bag.  Can’t wait to see everyone out at Mohave! 
 

As far as events go, we are looking at a new date or event to replace the chili cook off, any ideas are 
greatly appreciated.  Our next scheduled event for now is the Family Picnic.  The picnic will be Saturday 

June 18th at Dos Picos Park in Ramona.  A special thank you to the Seaberg Family for donating the picnic spot!  It 
will be potluck style, so think of something delicious to bring.  We will be doing a sign up sheet as it gets closer.  As we 
get closer we will need volunteers to help with the Corn Hole tournament, women’s games, raffle and more.  If you 
have corn hole boards and would be willing to bring them, please let Victorria know.   
I will take a look and see what dates work for a day at the range, and we will get that planned as well.  
 

The banquet date has been set!  Saturday December 17th at Admiral Baker will be our 51st banquet.  It is a beautiful 
location, and we look forward to seeing everyone there!  Nick 
 
 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
Cole Wright 

First tournament of the year 
was a brutal one.  A cold front 
came in and killed the fishing.  A 
couple of anglers found a good 
enough bite to put them to the 
top three.  In 3rd place Brent 
Kearney, 2nd Nick Meyer 24.82, 

1st Bruce smith 26.14, big fish of the tournament Josh 
Buller 5.52. 
Next tournament is at Lake Mohave March 18th-19th.  
We will be launching/weighing in at Princess Cove this 
year.  Since the dock is really small, we will have a drive 
by weigh in.  Jim Sleight will be talking about the weigh-
in for Lake Mohave at the general meeting.  I will be 
sending out an email soon with a map of the weigh in 
area and on how the process is going to work.  There 
will not be a tournament meeting the day before the 
tournament.  All boaters need to make sure they get 
their AIS decal sticker.  It's 13.00 dollars. Also, an 
Arizona or Nevada fishing license is required.  Cole 
 
 

March General Mtg.  March 1st    
@    6:30 pm  
Note the time change! 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER: 
Brian Goodell 

 

Hope you all enjoyed our River 
tournament!  Congrats to Bruce for 
figuring them out in tough conditions. 
Our bank account is currently at 
$3,375.94.  There are a number of 
you who are getting behind on 
dues.  Please pay up so I don’t have 

to chase you down!  As always you can pay via Venmo, 
check, or cash. 
For those of you who missed our January meeting; we 
discussed our current budget deficit and potential 
solutions.  Please plan on attending the March meeting 
where we will be further discussing, and potentially 
voting on a solution for our deficit and increased 
expenses.  There were many good suggestions from 
members at our last meeting so make sure you attend 
the March meeting to see which ideas the Board 
endorses and to lobby for the best solutions.  Hope to 
see you all there.  -Brian 
 
 
“If all politicians fished, instead of 
spoke publicly, we would be at peace 
with the world,”  Will Rogers   
 
 



Page 3 of 6                                SAN DIEGO BASSMASTERS                              MARCH 2022 

 

Dina Ammsso, Membership Director 

   
 

 

 
March 2022 

Congratulations to our champions at the river tournament!  That was 
a tough one but for those of us that didn’t make it to the top of the 
list, it is always beautiful to be out and making memories with our 
friends!  We are currently at 40 active members with two prospective 
members.  Another reminder that if you are active on social media, 
make sure you help us curate content and share our posts for 
exposure.  You can email or text me directly with things you want to 
share.  Videos or photos are accepted…of your fish of course   

 

 
Where were you born and raised?  
I was born upstate New York, we moved to San Diego when I was 3 years old. 
How did you start bass fishing?  
I started fishing when I was in my 30’s but for trout, I switched to Bass fishing in 2004. So, the answer to your 
question is I have been Bass fishing for 18 years. 
What’s the biggest bass you ever caught and where? 
The biggest bass I have caught was over 6 pounds, caught on the first day of tournament at the Lower River, I 
didn’t let it ride so I took home money on that one. 
What’s your favorite bait?  
Favorite bait is the jig. 
Besides fishing, what do you love to do? 
Besides fishing, I love hiking, photography, and vacations to Hawaii  
and the east coast. 
Why did you join the SD Bassmasters?  
I started out as a family member and with a lot of club members  
convincing me to join as a fishing member I finally gave in and  
started fishing in our club tournaments. I have learned so much  
from some of the best fishermen this club has. This club is my  
extended family and I am very grateful to be a part of this family 
 and friends. 
What techniques do you want to learn or improve? 
There are always so many new techniques happening in this  
sport it’s hard to pick just one.  This is where being a backseat  
angler is a bonus I can learn so much from the boater I am  
paired with.  Just being around this group you hear of new 
 techniques, learn how to work the bait and how to  
improve your skills. 
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San Diego Bassmasters General Meeting Minutes 

January 28, 2022 
The February 2022 meeting of the San Diego Bassmasters was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Bruce Smith at 
the La Mesa Senior Center.  Dinner was served. 
 

Bruce Smith – President:  Bruce attended the Bass Council meeting with Zoe there acting as secretary for the council. 
They have about $13,000 in their account, and they have the TOC. 
We have an out-of-own tournament next week.  Check your trailers now. 
Get your invasive sticker for Mojave ahead of time, and rent your room now as they are filling up fast. 
Bruce asks that boaters take a non-boater fishing this month. 
 

Dave Seaberg for Nick Meyer – Vice President: the chili cookoff is cancelled because of Covid.  The picnic will be at Dos 
Picos Park on June 18th.  The space is reserved. 
Mike Lupo asked about the Crisis House tournament.  TBD later. 
Dave asked for approval of the minutes.  Greg Gardner moved and Patrick Farrier seconded that we approve the 
minutes from January. Motion passed. 
 

Dina Ammsso – Membership Chair: Dina introduced guests: Holly and Royce Henry, Dustin Allreid.  There is also another 
person, Ben Flackus, interested in membership.  Dina reached out for emergency contacts from everyone for the roster 
in case of emergency during a tournament. 
 

Brian Goodell – Treasurer: We now have $4,399.67 in the account.  When you pay your dues, remember to turn off the 
button on the Venmo that says “turn on for purchases” so he isn’t charged. 
 

Ed Byrd introduced our guest speaker from Henry’s Trailers, Holly and Royce Henry.  They talked about issues to look for 
with our trailers. If you mention the club name or Ed Byrd’s name for service, they will give you a discount on tires. 
 

Dina called on Dustin Allreid to tell us about himself.  He is a prospective member.  Greg Gardner will pre-fish him. 
 

Dave Seaberg – After a secret vote of the membership, Ed Byrd and Cheryl were awarded Lifetime Membership in the 
San Diego Bassmasters.  Dave read some stats and info about them and their time serving our club. 
 

Bruce spoke about our budget woes and our need to increase our incoming revenue.  Bruce presented our current 
expected expenditures and some ideas to help.  Our current expected bare bones expenses is $21,050, and our 
expected intake of dues is $14,400. 
Regina:  some donations for the raffle is appreciated and helps pay for the room where we meet. 
Bruce:  Next month we will have some higher priced items that we will auction off instead of raffling. 
Brian:  Last year we had $3,000 extra roll-over that was saved up and forwarded because we had no 2020 banquet. 
Sycuan went from $5500 last year to $9000 this year, so we changed our location to Admiral Baker’s Field for this year.  
Brian figured our budget based on our normal prizes, not last year’s increased prizes because of the 50th Anniversary. 
Trimming down the amount of plaques was discussed. 
Raising the cost of the night tournaments was recommended to cover the cost.  Each participant could pitch in $25. 
Greg brought up the idea of increasing dues.  A $5.00 increase would cover about a third of our deficit. 
Cheryl brought up the idea that we charge $5.00 a head for each person for the picnic. 
Scrapping the TOC for a year was brought up and shot down. 
Zoe brought up not having raffle prizes for the banquet.  Having a smaller buffet at a hall was brought up.  Charging half 
the cost or $20 a head for the banquet was suggested. 
Cutting down the Top 12 prizes was discussed.  Donations for raffle prizes rather than buying them was discussed. 
Donations from shops, etc., may be less because last year we had a 50th angle when we asked. 
Having a swap meet was suggested. We could charge by table. 
Patrick Farrier suggested that a minimum of $10 increase in dues should be our aim. 
Randy Kreiser suggested everyone brings a raffle gift for the banquet rather than the club buying them. 
Discussion was had. 
Cheryl pointed out that the dues spread the cost over the whole club rather than just on the people who attend an 
event. 
Buzz pointed out that to reserve a whole lake for our club for a night tournament is well worth an extra cost per 
fisherman. 
Dave: All these will be discussed by the board and brought to the next meeting for a vote. 
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Last meeting, Bruce brought up the fact that Robert’s Rules of Order is not called out in our by-laws any longer. It used 
to be but probably was inadvertently left out during some revision of the by-laws.  John Williamson moved and Regina 
Seaberg seconded that we add into the By-Laws that we follow Robert’s Rules of Order. The motion was posted in the 
newsletter to be voted on at this meeting. Bruce called the vote. Motion passed. 
 

Bruce brought up moving the meeting to 6:30. Brian will talk to Megan about the room to see if we can set up a little 
before 6:30. We will bring it up at the next meeting.  Jim is taking sign-ups for the River on February 4-5. 
 

Bruce, Jim, Dave, and Mike drew numbers for launch order for the river since so many were not in attendance. 
 

With no further old or new business, meeting adjourned at 8:26PM. 
Raffle was held. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Marr Eisner 
Secretary 
 
Silent Auction Items 

Lowrance HDS-10 Gen-1, LSS 2 Transducer,       Shimano RainSuit, Size XL  worn once Two Stroke Oil,  
Sonar Hub module, 25 ft. ethernet cable,           Stored indoors  Min Bid $150.00  Min $30   Each  
Power Cables.  Min Bid $300    $600 Value! 
 

Editors Note 
First:  At the February General Meeting our Treasurer, Brian Goodell, gave a detailed report of our financial 
outlook for the year.  Because of his diligence we know that we will be about 7,000 dollars short come year end 
banquet time.  The reasons for this problem were discussed at length by members in attendance and our 
Secretary, Janice Eisner, recorded the recommended solutions faithfully in her Minutes.  Please read the 
minutes here in the Newsletter as we will be discussing which solutions to implement to help solve our budget 
shortfall for the year.  The Board met and discussed ALL of the ideas from the General Meeting and have 
endorsed the following recommendations: 

1. A $5 to $10 per month increase in dues. 
2. $20 per person for Night Tournaments to defer the cost of lake rental. 
3. Having members pay up to $40 per person for the Banquet. 
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4. $5 per adult to help with the Picnic. 
5. $10 per boat for the Family Tournament. 
6. A voluntary 50/50 side pot for each tournament where the Winner takes 50% and 50% goes to the club. 

Nothing is written in stone so please, attend the March First General Meeting and help your club solve some 
issues.  
 
Second:  We will be having a Silent Auction at the March Meeting as well as a very prestigious Raffle.  Our 
President has donated some very nice electronics, 2 cycle oil and a high value, high quality rainsuit.  All money 
raised will go to the club.  The electronics will have a min bid of $300, the rain suit $150 and the oil at $30 each.  
Please check out the pictures and descriptions in the Newsletter. 
 
Third:  We changed the General Meeting start time to 6:30pm for the March meeting.  This is to allow us time 
for a speaker and to conduct all the club business we need to complete. We are thinking about making this 
permanent to be able to conduct business, have a speaker and to socialize a little before ending the evening.  
Please make time to attend the meeting and share your opinion and vote.  It’s your club.  Make it what you 
want it to be.  If you don’t show up and participate, don’t complain about the direction we decide, be a part of 
the solution.  
 
Tournament Schedule for 2022 
 January 15  Otay (Fun meet for blood) 
 February 4th& 5th  Lower River 
 March 18th & 19th  Lake Mohave 
 April 16th   El Capitan 
 May 6th & 7th  Lower River 
 June 4th  El Capitan 
 July 15th (Fri)  Otay (6 hours night) 
 August 5th (Fri)  San Vicente (6 hours night) 
 Sept 2nd (Fri) El Capitan (6 hours) 
 October 1st & 2nd  Lake Havasu 
 November 5th Otay 
 November TBD Tournament of Champions 
 
If you have any items you are looking to sell, please send me pictures, a description, price and a contact number 
and your items will appear in the Newsletter. 
Please send your info to deseaberg@att.net    

mailto:deseaberg@att.net
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