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52nd Year of Fishing, Friends and Fun 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Bruce Smith 

 

 
 

Good day to all the San Diego Bassmaster out there trying to stay warm! 
We started our tournament season with the practice/fun tournament held at San Vicente on 
Saturday the 21st.  It was a beautiful day overall, the fish in this lake look really healthy, 
but the water level is still way down.  It was great to see everyone and I’m happy to be 
starting our competitive season.    
 
It feels like the new club board has transitioned smoothly.  Thank you all for your votes, 
recommendations and attendance.  We are talking about getting the Bunko night back in 
line, I personally didn’t realize how popular it has been on the past, sounds like a great 
time.   
 
We have a great schedule lined up with many club’s favorite lakes.  I’m very happy to see 
that we get to fish the lower river in May during week days and Havasu in March should be a 
great sight fishing slug fest also.    
 
We had a bunch of rain last week and the local lake levels have responded, except for San 
Vicente(that’s a whole different story).  Lower Otay and El Capitan have come up a lot, but 
it’s going to take a little time before the fish acclimate to the conditions and start biting 
again.   Yeah, it’s been a real struggle for most anglers out there with the cold, dirty, rising 
water conditions. The bright side is that we should have a great spring and summer with 
lots of new brush to throw our spinnerbaits around.   
 
Last note, my phone just beeped with a message from Rachel Uribe confirming that she can 
be the guest speaker for our April meeting. 
 
Bruce Smith 
President, San Diego Bassmasters  
 
 
 

    

February 2023 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Patrick Farrier 

 
Hello Club, 
With the first tournament in the books 
for the year I hope you all had a good 
time. As we close out January I am 
preparing some updates for our events 
this year. Also I am looking for any 
suggestions as to what fundraisers and 
events you all would like to see for our 
club in 23. This month brings the first 
freeze of the year and with that it’s a 
good time to check the health of your 
batteries. I am going to be doing a hat 

order for the club with some flex fit caps or fitted caps if you 
would like. I’ll have a signup sheet and Venmo instructions at 
the meeting. Please reach out with any club business you 
would like to discuss or if you just wanna chat. Thanks and 
look forward to seeing you all soon. 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
Keith Cloward  

 
Hey Club. 
 
Exciting new tournament year 
awaits us. The day permits for our  
tournaments are approved and 
paid for. The night tournaments 
are waiting for one little correction 
with the liability insurance and 
permits should be finalized by the 
next club meeting on 2/7/23. 
 
We just finished our annual Fun 
Tournament. It was 37 degrees 
when the hardcore group of 
boaters and the two ultimate 

hardcore backseaters took off. We weighed in at 2 and only 
one limit. I found fishing difficult as most others did too. Nick 
Meyer had the big fish of 3.21 and banked $80. The overall 
winner of the prestigious 1st place universal trophy was Bruce 
Smith with the Red Bomber and weighed 13.44. Thanks to all 
of the people who braved the cold and were able to utilize 
their cold weather gear.  
 
Our first points tournament is on February 11 at Otay. Launch 
and go, weight in time is 3pm, 5 fish, 13 inches mouth 
closed. We will draw at the next meeting and I will post the 
partners somehow. My superb weigh in team is ready, and if 
one wants to assist or be a part of it , let me know.  
 
As I went to pay for a single boater and fee for fisher person, 
what”s known as a 1 and 1, expecting to pay $15, he said 
$22. What… Fees went up for city lakes! I tried to look up the 
breakdown of a launch and a fish permit  but to no avail, it 
was not updated on the city's website as of this publication. 
Keith  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Ken Louis 

 
From our family to your s, we hope 
you had happy holidays and a safe 
new year. I am looking forward to 
spending 2023 as your membership 
chairman. With the latest addition of 
two members, Jim Edwards and 
Brian Day, we start 2023 with 39 
members. Prospective member 
Michael Breto will get tournament 
prefished during January. Let me 
know if you’d like to be “spotlighted” 
in a future column. Tight lines; see 
you at the January meeting. 
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NOTES FROM THE TREASURER: 
Larry Ward 

 
Well, I don’t know about you, but 
I can’t wait to get the 
tournament year started. It 
would be nice though if the 
weather warmed up just a bit! 
Anyways please try and stay 
current on your monthly dues. 
The club currently has 5529.11 in 
the bank, thanks to everyone 
that’s paid and paid in advance. I 
have set up a Venmo account, so 
you now have more options to 
pay. Please don’t select any 

options on Venmo that charge the club for the transaction, 
@Larry-Ward-95 

Also, a big thank you to Regina for handling the raffle! In 
January the raffle raised 135.00 for the club. If you have 
anything that you can donate to the raffle, please bring it to 
the meeting. 
 
Lastly the board has been working hard to try and balance 
the 2023 budget, with our lower than usual membership level 
money is tight. Even with the 3000.00 that was left from last 
year the club is facing a deficit this year. It seems that the 
banquet is the biggest concern, last year we spent 6000.00 
on just the room and dinner. It was a very nice event, but we 
are not sure we can afford to continue to spend that much. 
The board is exploring different options for the 2023 banquet 
to reduce the cost while still trying to maintain the 
Bassmaster grandeur. Please bring your ideas and opinions to 
the board or to our next membership meeting. 
 
Thank you &  see you on the water, 
Larry  
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Ken Louis, Membership Director 

 
 

 

 
Where were you born and raised?  
In Arlington, Texas and spent 10 years in the Dallas and Fort-worth areas. Been in San 
Diego these past 29 years. 
How did you start bass fishing? 
With my grandpa when I was about 6 years old and been hooked ever since. 
What’s the biggest bass you ever caught and where? 
So far, a 5-pound, 2-ounce beauty on Santee Lakes using drop shot. 
What’s your favorite bait?  
Jigs! Especially when the season and conditions are right.  
Besides fishing, what do you love to do?  
Camping and spending time with my girlfriend, exploring  
new places and always enjoying new restaurant experiences.  
Why did you join the SDBM?  
To become a part of the family atmosphere and  
camaraderie. I also enjoy competition and spending 
quality time on the water.  
What techniques would you like to improve on?  
Using BIG swimbaits, glide baits and many of the 
Different reaction baits. I’m always striving to be a 
better angler.  
 
 
 

 
 

   Membership Update  

 

 

February 2023 
 Next meeting is February 7th 

Hello Bassmasters! We are currently at 35 active members 
with one prospective member whom we will vote on at 
the February meeting. Anthony Meyers, John Williamson, 
and Skip Witworth have gone to inactive status; Jesse 
McNett is now a Member-at-Large.  

Member Spotlight: Patrick Blackmon  
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San Diego Bassmasters General Membership Meeting Minutes 

1/3/2023 
 
President Bruce Smith called meeting to order at 6:38 P.M. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the Tournament Scheduling Meeting was made by Buzz Brizendine, 
seconded by Greg Gardner, and approved unanimously. 
 
President thanked Regina Seaberg for providing the pizza at the meeting. He thanked Victorria and Nick for 
the drinks. 
 
Bruce also advised the membership that Donna Hoffman, daughter of Doris Cook sent a card expressing 
thanks for the flowers and the love given to her mother. 

 
Bruce requested all members review and update their email addresses. Bruce announced that there is ongoing discussion 
regarding special recognition for the non-boaters in the tournaments.  
 
Long discussion followed addressing: 
Extra expense for plaques-Scott Ashley agreed to pick up the expense of the plaques. Scott agreed to pay for a 
plaque a month and three at the end of the year. 
 
Patrick Farrier suggested a separate points-race for the back-seaters. Patrick emphasized the recognition of 
back-seaters as a way to grow/enhance the club. 
 
Treasurer Larry Ward also raised the subject of the added cost in a year with a tight budget. 
 
Patrick made a motion to have special tracking for the top three back-seaters every month for year end purposes. Bruce 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. The motion will be written up by Patrick to be included 
in the Tournament Rules. 
 
In accordance with Article VI, Section 2, Bruce requested a volunteer for Scholarship Chairman. Keith Cloward 
volunteered and was selected. Keith then appointed Ken Louis and Zoé Gardner to be on the Scholarship Committee. 
The remaining two positions were filled by Dave Seaberg and Dina Ammsso by membership vote. 
Ken Louis, Membership Director, introduced the guests and prospective member, Mike Breto. Active members are at 38 
and one prospective. Ken said he had been contacted by another possible perspective member but they did not make 
the meeting. 
 
Patrick Farrier, Vice President, advised he is actively looking at various venues for the banquet. He is trying to choose a 
venue by the end of the month. He requested ideas and input from the club members. Patrick brought up the need for 
boater safety cards, as required. He also said he is going to provide a first aid demonstration. 
Patrick did state a date for the banquet has not yet been confirmed. 
 
Larry Ward, Treasurer, stated 2022 income was approximately $24,500.00 and 2022 expenses were approximately 
$21,500.00. There should be about a $3,000.00 rollover. The rollover is heavily attributed the 2022 raffle proceeds 
generated in a very large part by Regina Seaberg. The budget looks tight in 2023 due to diminished membership. Larry 
has put together a pro-forma budget. 
 
Keith Cloward, Tournament Director, clarified the fun tournament is at San Vicente. Keith requested people sign up for 
the draw. Keith stated had has two people designated for his weigh-in team. He is looking for a third. Brian Goodell 
volunteered to be on the weigh-in team. Keith stated he had heard the club is buying new weigh bags. 
 
Keith discussed the format for the fun-tournament, team vs. individual. It was decided the format will be individual. 
Keith said he has the permits well in hand. Keith advised all boaters to have a copy of their boat insurance available. 
Keith discussed the need for the boater safety card. Keith confirmed the February tournament is at Lake Otay. 
Keith Cloward volunteered to bring food to the February general membership meeting. 
 
Dina Ammsso was recognized for her engagement of marriage. 
Keith conducted the sign up and draw. Results were announced. 
Zoé announced that Jim Putney’s boat is going to come up for sale. 
Regina requested donations for the raffle. She stated $135.00 was raised in this meetings’ raffle. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 P.P.  
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IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH 
 

February 7th, 2023 06:30 PM 
GENERAL MEETING  

  
BOARD MEETING – FEBRUARY 21ST 

 
 

 
 

 
Note from the Editor: To club members - if you have something fishing related to sell, 
you can list it in the monthly newsletter. Contact Jeff Carpenter  
 
Be sure to check out www.sandiegobassmasters.com  

http://www.sandiegobassmasters.com/
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